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From Interested Par.es Ref Nos.:  (Gordon & Sue Kobish) 

Submission to Planning Inspectorate  
Fosse Green Energy  - Solar Panels Scheme -  Thorpe on the Hill et al 
(EN010154/APP/7.2) 
 

1.  How can the siting of this solar panels and associated batteries scheme, with its 
associated land changes and infrastructure be classed as ‘temporary’ when it is 
designed to be in place for 60 years?  Hardly ‘temporary’!  Then, how long will 
decommissioning to reinstate the land to its former land use and condition take – 
in addition to who will be liable, the know-how to do it, disposal of 
panels/batteries/containers/removal of additional hedges/tacks and roadways 
and fencing etc., etc.?  We note FGE state that any infrastructure in the ground 
below 0.9 metres will be left and not removed during the decommissioning 
process.  This, surely, means that the scheme is a permanent feature and cannot 
in any way be classed as ‘temporary’?   
 

2. Conflict of land use around Stocking Wood area in particular.  The land proposed 
for solar panels is already in use (and has been for some years) for intensive crop 
growing (239 acres (93.08 hectares) in total) for supplying the crop for the Digester 
located at South Hykeham for the production of electricity (1).  This facility at South 
Hykeham is of ‘Significant  Importance’ as to warrant avoidance of it by re-
alignment of Lincoln Eastern Bypass route) (2), construction of which is due to start 
shortly (early 2026). The fields around Stocking Wood adjacent to Clay Lane in the 
TOTH area allocated for solar panels (‘Solar Infrastructure’) by FGE.  Digestate 
lagoon  with storage capacity of 8378 cubic metres located close by adjacent 
to/access from Clay Lane.  The South Hykeham digester also operates a similar 
operation at Thurlby (with similar  storage lagoon and land use) (3)  where FGE has 
designated land as ’Other areas which may be required for landscaping and 
habitat creation’ (the latter is hardly compatible with intensive crop growing for 
digester).   How will these activities continue – or will FGE be replacing one 
established carbon neutral electricity production system with another, the latter 
to the detriment of the aesthetics of the area, the appearance of the countryside 
and the e[ect on the quality of life of the local population choosing to enjoy their 
immediate countryside and visitors attracted to  NKDC’s promoted ‘Stepping Out’ 
route within the NKDC’s promoted ‘Witham Valley Country Park’.(4) ? 
(1)  NKDC Planning Application Refs:20/0493/FUL + various 
(2) NKDC Planning Application Refs: 13/1417 FUL, 15/1001/VARCON & 18/0740/FUL 
(3) NKDC Planning Application Ref:18/0740/FUL 
(4) ‘Stepping Out Route’ (3 pages) Public Information Leaflet published by NKDC attached 

 
3. Fire hazard ref Battery storage:  Is the amount of water required for firefighting to 

last 2 hours or 4 hours? (discrepancy at Examination 1 which, I believe, was 
established at 4 hours)?  Whatever, how much water (cubic metres and/or gallons) 
will be required?  Can local water authority (currently Anglian Water) have such 
capacity and pressure etc. to supply?   Would storage reservoirs be necessary and 
be requested?  If so where and how much area of land would be needed together 
with safety measures and where would they be sited?  
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4. FGE Representative (at Initial Hearing during evidence re batteries and fires) 

stated that in case of fire at a battery container ’there are measures in place to 
stop the spread of fire to adjacent containers and batteries’.  No questioning as to 
what these measure/s were on this, not even from Lincolnshire Fire & Rescue 
Representative!  What are these measures?  How would they work?  Are such 
measures tried and tested?  From research, no such measures apart from large 
spaces in between containers) seem to be available – such separating measures 
will increase the area of land needed for battery storage. 

 
5. Toxic contamination of ground, substrata and possibly water table as a result of 

water penetration when firefighting battery fires?  How would FGE (and/or Lincs. F 
& R) propose to fight such fires and to mitigate such long term (permanent?) 
ground contamination? 
 

6. The World Health Organisation recommends that Solar Farms should be 2 miles 
from residential properties.  FGE scheme does not comply with this WHO 
recommendation in many locations, both village settlements (eg. Thorpe on the 
Hill village itself) and isolated dwellings. 
 

7. Overall, the FGE scheme will very much adverse residents’ and visitors’ enjoyment 
and quality of life of the surrounding countryside and is thus at odds with many 
local, county and national published planning policies, together with TOTH 
Neighbourhood Plan (the latter upon which a great deal of time, energy, e[ort 
(much on a voluntary basis) and money was expended by this small village to 
accomplish).  
 

8. In submitting the above for consideration, we request that opportunity and time is 
given for an open forum to be held in order that interested parties have an 
opportunity to ask questions and seek answers and information arising from the 
process of the formal investigations surrounding this Application. 
 

9. Finally, we would like it borne in mind that this application by FGE is 1 such 
scheme within 15 other such schemes within close proximity of Lincoln, some 
which have already been approved with others awaiting examination.  In our view, 
there are far too many such schemes within this area which is overkill and hardly 
fair to the residents.  We therefore request that the FGE scheme is considered with 
this context to assess the impact of this plethora of such schemes in such a small 
area of the Country.  Please note that this is not ‘Nimbyism’, it is about obtaining a 
fair, sensible and equitable overall plan which will benefit and enhance the 
country as a whole – an overall view that we feel has not been considered so far.  
Surely, such schemes should be spread throughout the country – and especially 
where the electricity is needed? 

 
Gordon & Sue Kobish 
Residents of Thorpe on the Hill 
16/01/2026 
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NKDC Stepping Out Leaflet (3 pages)....... 
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                                                                                                               END 




